
In kumi uktarek mande pin imishekh. Buut ighmi ughokh gami
dunandere, iminde iminde, makhumak makhumak. Kumi bakho
bakho ukta maamanyi. Unfe guk chiun ga in imi gusakhot,
talasua uppak, ufa bamumami. Ukta immi danu tufa buughumi.
Ga bana dunga ughokh kufot maanak, mi mukhun attek chit,
tavnga mi bikte ch’mi. In kumi uktarek mande pin imishekh.

KumiMande Ka Guppinyinda
Keras Saryan







KumiMande Ka Guppinyinda
kumi
indef.clf

mande
rock

ka
to

guppe+nyinda
praise+song

Ode To A Rock



In kumi uktarekmande pin imishekh.
in
2sg

kumi
indef.clf

uktarek
shapeless

mande
rock

pin
from

imishekh.
carve.pret.1sg

I carved you from a shapeless rock.



Buut ighmi ughokh gami dunandere,
buut
at_first

ighmi
what.iv

ughokh
do

gami
1sg.poss.iv

dunandere
know.neg.ss.seq

First I did not know what to do



iminde iminde,
iminde
carve.ss.seq

iminde
carve.ss.seq

but the more I carved,



makhumakmakhumak.
makhumak
learn.impf.1sg

makhumak
learn.impf.1sg

the more I learned.



Kumi bakho bakho uktamaamanyi.
kumi
indef.clf

bakho
rough

bakho
rough

ukta
shape

maamanyi
hold.impf.2sg

You had so rough a shape.



Unfe guk chiun ga in imi gusakhot,
unfe
night

guk
and

chiun
day

ga
1sg

in
2sg

imi
carve

gusakhot
follow.ss.simul

I continued to carve you day and night



talasua uppak,
tala+tua
body+water

uppak
throw.ds.simul

and as I sweated



ufa bamumami.
ufa
dust

bamumami
fall.impf.3iv

dust fell.



Ukta immi danu tufa buughumi.
ukta
shape

immi
2sg.poss.iv

danu
slow

tufa
appear

buughumi
begin.pres.3iv

Your shape is slowly beginning to emerge.



Ga bana dunga ughokh kufot maanak,
ga
1sg

bana
still

dunga
work

ughokh
do

kufot
must

maanak
hold.ds.simul

I still have work to do



mimukhun attek chit,
mi
3iv

mukhun
calm

attek
mind

chit
give_to_1/2.ss.simul

but it calms mymind



tavngami bikte ch’mi.
tavnga
burden

mi
def.3iv

bikte
joy

chimi
give_to_1/2.pres.3iv

and I enjoy the toil.



In kumi uktarekmande pin imishekh.
in
2sg

kumi
indef.clf

uktarek
shapeless

mande
rock

pin
from

imishekh.
carve.pret.1sg

I carved you from a shapeless rock.

Duumi tsi!
The end!



KumiMande Ka Guppinyinda

In kumi uktarek mande pin imishekh.
Buut ighmi ughokh gami dunandere,

iminde iminde,
makhumakmakhumak.

Kumi bakho bakho ukta maamanyi.
Unfe guk chiun ga in imi gusakhot,

talasua uppak,
ufa bamumami.

Ukta immi danu tufa buughumi.
Ga bana dunga ughokh kufot maanak,

mi mukhun attek chit,
tavnga mi bikte ch’mi.

In kumi uktarek mande pin imishekh.

Ode To A Rock

I carved you from shapeless rock.
First I did not know what to do
but the more I carved,
the more I learned.

You had so rough a shape.
I continued to carve you day and night
and as I sweated
dust fell.

Your shape is slowly beginning to emerge.
I still have work to do
but it calms mymind
and the toil brings me joy.

I carved you from shapeless rock.





Abbreviations

1 first person
2 second person
3 third person
clf classifier
def definite
ds different subject
impf imperfect
indef indefinite
iv noun class IV

neg negative
poss possessive
pres present
pret preterite
seq sequential
sg singular
simul simultaneous
ss same subject
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